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4 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Manicure That Precious Antique 
By Nora Workman-Home Furnishing Expert 
t (WHATEVER became of that 
lovely old chest of drawers 
and that beautiful old walnut 
daybed we used to have out in t ho back 
yard at home~ They 
must have been split up 
into kindling!" 
At this point the mod-
ern homemaker sighs 
and the second-hand 
merchant (pardon me, 
I refer to the antique 
dealer) grits his teeth. 
How little we appreci-
ated these heirlooms in 
tho past and how we 
would love to have them 
now to refinish ourselves 
and to use in our best 
l'Ooms! 
oneself! First, have any necessary repair 
work done and next remove tho old var-
nish or paint. Sometimes there are many, 
many co:1ts of either or both to remove, 
ily scraped off clown to the original woocl. 
Scraping may be accomplished by the 
use of a putty knife, or a piece of steel 
or glass. Scrape with the grain of the 
wood, not against or 
across it. Hold the 
scraper at an angle of 
about 45 degrees, using 
even, steady strokes. 
Now wash the surface 
clean with benzine, de-
natured alcohol or gaso-
line, according to tho 
b nmd of "1·emovor" 
employed, ancl allow it 
to stand until clry. 
True, just because a 
piece is old does not 
necessarily prove it to 
be worthwhile. To be 
w or t h refinishing, a 
piece of furniture must 
Graceful line, beautiful woou and goocl construction justify refinishing 
fumiture. 
As the next step, 
smooth the surface with 
standpaper, first using 
coarse and lastly fine 
s:mclpaper, rubbing with 
straight, firm strokes in 
the direction of the 
grain. Again wash with 
henzine or gasoline t o 
1·emove any fine par-
have three essentials ; good lines, good 
wood and good construction. However, 
many really worthwhile pieces have been 
resurrected from the attic, the basement, 
the back porch, the hay loft-yes, even 
from the kindling pile. With a little 
time, patience and a considerable amount 
of "elbow grease" or rubbing these have 
been changed from ugly old black pieces 
to beautiful articles of furniture of 
which anyone would be proud. 
Moreover, it is such fun to "clo" them 
hecause our grandmothers thought spring 
housecleaning was not complete until· 
every piece of furniture had a new coat 
of varnish on top of tho crust already 
insulting t he beauty of its woocl. I 
would suggest t he use of a good com-
mercial varnish remover for this, as too 
often, home-m:tde solutions are so strong 
an.d of such a nature as to 1·aise the grain 
of the wood and so produce a Tough sur-
face. The varnish remover softens tho 
varnish or paint, which can then be cas-
ticles of dust. 
Spots, unless they have been absorbed 
too deeply into the wood, may often be 
removed after the sandpapering process 
by a solut ion of one teaspoonful of oxalic 
acid to one pint of water. If this 
hle:tches the wood, the color may be re-
stored by the use of weak ammonia. 
If one now wishes a darker color, a 
stain may be applied until the desired 
~olor is obt:li1Jed. Many times, if tho 
(Continued on page 7) 
((Prep Dorm" Has Vivid History 
By Madge McGlade-Director of Housing 
FORTY-FIVE yea1·s of evolution to 
rise from a "Ladies' Hall" to a 
Freshman Dormitory! }'reshmen 
girls who this fall "set up housekeeping" 
in Mary B. Welch Hall may look back 
upon amost a half century of development 
in women's dormitories at Iowa State 
College. 
In the year 1887 President W. I. 
Chamberlain wrote an urgent appeal to 
the Board of Trustees begging for a 
"Ladies' Hall." The request was not 
granted until 1895. Then the president's 
report included the following: "The erec-
tion and completion of t he Women's 
Building works a new era in our ad· 
vancement. It is designed with choice 
architecture, composed of bricks, roofed 
with slate and finished with taste. It 
occupies one of the most sightly loca-
tions on the campus, giving tl1e most 
pleasing outlook to its occupants. It 
tones for the better our entil·e college 
life. It is named 'Ma1·garet Hall' in 
honor of Margaret McDonald Stanton, 
whose estimable life and character were 
given in large measure to building and 
moulding the college through a greater 
pM·t of its ea1·ly history." 
In 1912, when it became apparent that 
Margaret Hall could no longer accom-
modate the ever increasing number of 
women students coming to the campus, a 
committee composed of a number of 
prominent faculty and campus women 
was appointed to find proper housing ac-
commodations for these young women. 
The personnel of this committee is lit tle 
changed today. Its group has worked 
untiringly through the yea1·s to build up 
a splendid campus home for our women 
students, who come from many parts of 
the world. As a result of their efforts, 
the cooperation of the president and the 
generosity cf the State Board of Educa-
tion, Iowa State College has a system 
of housing for women that is probably 
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not excelled by any institution in our 
country. 
Out of our 1,291 women students last 
fall, 252 lived in eleven sorority homes, 
277 in their own homes or in faculty 
homes, where they worked for board and 
room, and 762 in our eight splendid dor-
mitol·ies, seven of which have been erect-
ed since 1912. 
In 1929 the west wing of our newest 
dormitory, Mary B. Welch, was erected. 
The entire building houses 260 girls. For 
the first time this fall all of these girls 
with the exception of the 20 senior spon-
sors, will be freshmen. 
For a number of years the Housing 
Committee has felt the need of a fresh-
man hall. The high schools send us a 
splendid group of young women each year 
who are leaving their homes for the first 
time. There is bound to follow a seri-
ous period of adjustment. These girls 
find their class-room work very different 
and more difficult t han that of high 
school. Many new social adjustments 
must be made. Many friendships are to 
be formed. Much of the future good 
work of these young people depends on 
the start made during theiT freshman 
year. For just such reasons it was de-
cided to set aside one hall for freshmen. 
It is not the wish of the college ad-
ministration to give these women superior 
quarters in which to live, but rather a 
comfortable, wholesome atmosphere 
where the proper conditions exist for 
study, sleep, health and play. 
Parents who are sending their girls to 
Iowa State College are ambitious that 
their daughters may be trained to live 
the most abundant, useful and happy 
lives. It is our duty to do all possible 
to see that these ambitions are realized. 
If t hese new freshmen women can but be 
helped to realize the value of integrity 
and courtesy, the work will not have been 
in vain. 
An a1·tist who does not use his imagin-
ation is a meehanic.-Robert Henri. 
~------------------------~ I I I GIRLS! I 
I THE VOGUE I 
I for I I New things while I I they're new I 
1 Opposite the Campus 1 
I I 
~------------------------~ 
r-----------------------~ ~-----------------------~ I Visit I 
11 F riest Hardware II I STUDIO I Homemakers' I I 
I '' 11 I 1 Thl' B1ggest Little Studio m Iowa 1 I supplies 1 
11 shears-scissors II I I I I 
I PHOTOGRAPHS I needles-bobbins 
I I I -$- I 
1 study lamps I 
1 gift goods I I Phone 1225 Over Fair Store I 
I I 
~------------------------~ 
I r ennis-Golf-Winter Sports I I supplies-Pad Locks I I Phone 474-W Opposite Campus I 
~------------------------~ 
First Impressions 
Go So Far! 
Start This College Year Right! 
Have your beauty shop work 
done at your 
MEMORIAL UNION 
EYery Student Is a lVIember of Memorial Union 
r----------------------------------------------------1 






Satisfaction for the cus-
tomer means success for us. 
Our aim is to satisfactorily 
serve the I. S. C. students 
thru the various depart-




I Beaut:y Shoppe 
I I 
~----------------------------------------------------~ 
